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Dear Administrator McCarthy, 


I am writing to express my urgent concerns about the more than 3 million gallons of toxic 
wastewater that are spilling from Gold King Mine into the Animas River and now impacting the 
San Juan River, an important water source for Arizona’s tribal and non-tribal communities, 
agriculture, recreation and small businesses. I share the outrage of my constituents in northern 


Arizona and on the Navajo Nation, where 2 1 5 miles of tribal 


land along the rivers could be 


impacted by this terrible situation. 


[ am also deeply concerned about the impact this contamination will have on Lake Powell and 
our northern Arizona communities and economy. The harmful chemicals that are moving toward 
Lake Powell threaten the tourism industry, local businesses, free-roaming livestock, and 
farmland irrigation that is so important for the livelihood of folks living in northern Arizona. It’s 
critical that the EPA is clear and forthright about what it is doing and about the potential impact 
on the families, farms, livestock and environment in these communities. 


On Aug. 8, the Navajo Nation declared a state of emergency in response to the potential health 
risks posed by contaminated water traveling toward their essential water sources. Water is life 
for these communities, and it is crucial that the EPA addresses their concerns and is held 
responsible for not only the cleanup of this contamination but also the long-term mitigation of 
the harm caused by this disaster. As you know, the federal government has historic obligations 
and responsibilities to protect our tribal nations’ land and natural resources. I support any efforts 
by the Navajo Nation to hold the federal government legally responsible for damages caused by 
this spill. 

I am hearing reports that this spill has already devastated many families, farms and livestock. As 
the congresswoman for this region, I need answers about what the EPA is doing right now to 
protect the public health of my constituents and to mitigate the spreading of contamination 
through the San Juan River and into Lake Powell. 


1801103 


ED 000552B 00006143-00001 


